





Articales <K

concentration camp, and approximately one hundred children
were sent to Germany to the “racial enhancement” program,
to transform them into Germans. A transport of 1,000 Jews
from Bohemia, which left Prague on 10 June 1942 for
Theresienstadt, was sent directly for extermination in the
“East”, some to Sobibor and some to Majdanek.

During the entire period of the protectorate, the Czech
population suffered a loss of independence and democracy,
vicious suppression, the mass annihilation of tens of
thousands, until the Red Army entered Prague on 9 May 1945
and ended the German occupation of Bohemia and Moravia.

The Jews in the protectorate

The declared German goal was a “Judenrein Reich” and
therefore, on 15 March 1939, the fate of the 118,310 Jews
of Bohemia and Moravia was sealed. These included 30,000
Jewish refugees: 10,000 who had fled Germany, Austria,
and Romania, and 20,000 who had been deported from the
Sudentenland.

On 21 June 1939 von Neurath published anti-Semitic laws
similar to the Nuremberg Laws, which intensified the loathing
of the fascist parties towards the Jews. On that day Heydrich
instructed that a central agency for Jewish emigration be
established in Prague, in charge of taking care of the “Jewish
Question” in the protectorate, in order to unite the means
and actions taken against the Jews as well as to initiate the
removal of the Jews from the Bohemian-Moravian region,
their emigration from the Reich, and taking control of their
property. On 28 July 1939 Adolf Eichmann was appointed

We are endeavoring to
lead the educational center
forward and adapt it to
the needs of the younger
generation through
experiential and challenging
learning that requires

the development of
applications and the purchase
of suitable technological
equipment.

We would appreciate your
assistance and support, all
donations are welcome
and will meet with our
heartfelt gratitude!

Bank account for donations
10-953-74803/11

head of this agency, and he arrived from Vienna with his team
of assistants.

In September 1939, when World War Il broke out, a change
became evident in the atmosphere towards the Jews.
Indications of sympathy for Jewish suffering were one of
the manifestations of local hatred towards the German
occupation. The “ariazation” of Jewish factories and their
transfer to German hands strengthened the German ethnic
foundations of the protectorate and caused considerable
damage to Czech national funds as well.

In October 1939, at Eichmann’s initiative, two transports of
1,292 Jewish men left Moravska Ostrava as an exploratory
force, to establish a transit camp in preparation for deportation
of the approximately 5,000 Jews in the protectorate, as well
as from Katowice and Vienna, to Nisko, a “Jewish reservation”
planned for the Lublin region, while was in fact a one-way
ticket.

On 10 October 1941 Heydrich convened the SS heads in the
protectorate in Prague to discuss the necessary steps “to
solve the question of the Jews in the protectorate and partially
in the old Reich”. He referred to the fate of the approximately
88,000 Jews living at the time in the protectorate and decided
to establish the Theresienstadt Ghetto as a concentration
and transit camp for the Jews of Bohemia and Moravia, until
these could be sent “Eastwards”. In that month, 6,000 Jews
from Prague and Brno were already sent directly to Lodz and
Minsk, and 73,608 Jews from the protectorate were sent to
the Theresienstadt Ghetto, which existed from 24 November
1941 until its liberation on 8 May 1945. Of these, only some
7,500 survived. Q
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The cat Kuchichka (in memory of Esther Vider, nicknamed “Kuchka”) / Dorit Vidar

We always knew that a very special "treasure” was

The following is a casual translation of the “cat pages”:

1: Kochichka travelled from

4:”All night, dreaming of the

. h , Budeéjovice to Land of

kept ,Ilndden |n" one of mother’s dresser drawers. the ‘hachshara’ lsrael and -
This “treasure” was very dear to her and once RETREIRGE of working =
in a while she would take it out from among the Gtagi?n‘of,ﬁden E%éhét? |

. . . a reoinvice, 1oputz. In
piles of socks and shgw it tq us excitedly. It was and later to J the evening
a blackish-grey cat with a fairly sad face, cut out EIRE L] the sun
of yellowing cardboard pages and decorated with ﬁ:adow Oftthdet ls_th‘te? like

R . . . i eresiensta ightning,
tiny-delicate drawmgs,' painted in magnificent [ f the Arabs
water colors. The yellowing pages bore sentences { !.-”.:}..:""‘;:‘..’.: Fudvajrn shoot, the
q q g a . u
in Czech (which we didn’t understand). This cat | Eltimre ot s, Jews suffer,
was extremely precious to my mother. - '""»-\":"';'%_E:'E';l'i;;}j;} / ot
Mother’s maiden name was Edita (Dita) Katz (Katz [ s 5
in German means cat). Because of her surname and g &2 L

her declared love of cats, her friends called her
"Kuchka” (cat) and sometimes “Kuchichka” (kitty).

Her friends at the Theresienstadt camp (Honza
Bermer, Ruth Bondy, and artist Mausie Mausner)
had prepared the cat-shaped booklet for her on

2: ”At this time we are at a junction:
To the left towards the AKB transport
(AKB was the number of the train

that took the
910 Jews of

5: “But meanwhile

the occasion of her 21* birthday. Budejovice to ’ the ship is »

For mother’s 90! birthday my brother in law, David [HRTEWSE ’;‘&;:1::;.‘.' P

Kindler, made her a splendid printed album with 1h9l'2,0 allmong &@;—3;’3& % & Crowi i

photographs from various periods in her life, tRued"c')lph‘j‘a' PRy e o gz?tigseeré il

including photos with friends from the Hachshara [EYIESyaese ¥ °"‘-2°,*t'ig;-§é}' ULl DL G

and photos of the cat she had received from them Egngmather,s \:‘{3 w_,f;.jﬂi‘-.,_j::.f-,?1 RSS&dea'REc;/;é

at Theresienstadt for her birthday. About five [, N % Honza, and

years later, after she died, he expanded the album RRREN i Kraus, get up

and included in it, among other things, a Hebrew [JEERGIEYES Y "1* 4 on deck!” (and

translation of the cat pages. At first he tried to fﬁg’;’jd?r‘]’g’"’ed' Lo ;r\a;-lset_)rseevglt

translate the Czech text with Google Translate but, N s — L6 you later!)”

not satisfied with the result, he sent my sister and JEENEEREY ,

me to mother’s “Czech friends” for help. I'P;g’gep”o?fzdpmg gfzt:pgﬁfuiffgf '

Mother had kept this cat from harm among her B CIIEEISCER

few possessions at the Theresienstadt Ghetto,

and brought it with her in her suitcase when she .

immigrated to Israel in 1949 together with my [EciG NI s 6:“To Dita, on -

father, the late Max Vider, among the founders of [RISUERRULYEH - your birthday, best

Beit Theresienstadt at Givat Haim Ihud. gﬁcirr‘]kfhg”d?yzoﬁnka % greetings and a

Mother died on 16 February 2017. Recently, my [ESYfEI ARy e -

sister and | found the strength to go over her RECHIULEURLH (Honza Bermer

possessions. When we opened one of the drawers, ﬁogggtzlt::;yugz.m ?rr]‘d Ruth BO”?V)D' Fol e

the blackish cat peered out at us from among [FitSSsINs Jul';rﬁgzg'ffadf BT

mother’s colorful silk kerchiefs. The text, written [EEUEUCVARELEIY

in Czech, was kindly translated for us by the late |tr? ;’gd'rt\?:ir?s'ﬂogn LA

Hanna Weingarten and by Dita Ramon (sister of R REACELE ! | T
walks to the lake in

Ruth Bondy). neaargytgat hels - =

We thank them both very much!
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The Heroic Hamburg Kapo Willy Brachmann

In the survivor testimonies about
the Theresienstadt Family Camp in
Auschwitz we often find mentions
of  Willy Brachmann. Most
prisoners agreed that, compared
to other kapos, he was a decent man. According to eyewitnesses,
he even saved lives of some Jewish prisoners.

Born in 1903 in Hamburg in a working class family, Willy grew
up in difficult circumstances. During the hunger years of First
World War he started stealing food to support his mother, like
many other German teenagers. He was arrested for the first
time at 14 years; his rap sheet was to grow over two pages.
He trained as a painter and in 1926, married Luise Henze; one
year later, his only daughter Irmgard was born. The Brachmanns
had a tough time during the economical crisis, depended on
the social support, Luise suffered from tuberculosis, and Willy
provided by stealing and concealment of stolen goods. His were
petty thefts: he pilfered two kilograms coffee or bucket of coals.
In 1933, hoping for a new beginning, he joined the Nazi Party.
However, just a year later he was expelled, because he stole
bicycles and sold them to his NSDAP colleagues. Brachmann
continued moving in and out of prison. That ended in 1938: the
Nazis adopted a law about “habitual criminals”, according to
which people who were sentenced more than three times, rather
than let go, were sent directly from prison to concentration
camp. They were the prisoners carrying the black triangle, the
“criminals.”

Brachmann went through the Emsland camps, Sachsenhausen,
and in August 1940, was sent to Auschwitz. His wife divorced
him. In Auschwitz, Brachmann worked in street construction and
painter commando. Once, after stealing food for himself and his
friends, he was caught and tortured in the infamous punishment
block (Bunker). In September 1943, he became kapo in the
Theresienstadt Family Camp. In the brutal world of Auschwitz,
many prisoners recalled him as helpful, even kind. He brought
food to a pregnant prisoner, and recalled how it was when his
wife was expecting. Hugo Lengsfeld (later Pavel Lenek), who
was part of the Communist group in the Family Camp, recalled
that Brachmann knew about their meetings, and covered them.
In the Family Camp, Brachmann met the Brno artist Dina Gottlieb,
who decorated the children’s barrack with drawings from Walt
Disney films. She was also forced to draw portraits of Mengele
Romani victims. Gottlieb, who was young and beautiful, became
Brachmann’s lover; fifty years later she recalled how she grew
to love him. She arranged for Brachmann to get dentures; he
lost his teeth in the years in the camps. Gottlieb introduced him
to the 12-year old Misa Grinwald from Prague, who became
Brachmann’s runner.

Misa is still alive and lives in Indianapolis as Frank Grunwald. He
recalls: "l worked as his messenger and spent most of each day
doing errands [] On July 6th 1944 the Czech Family Camp
was being liquidated and all the prisoners had to go through a
physical selection performed and directed by Dr. Josef Mengele.
When Dr. Mengele saw me, he directed me to the left side of his

table and | was standing in a group of younger (under the age
of fourteen) boys. [] After standing there for a few minutes,
Willy Brachmann suddenly appeared and quickly pushed me into
an older group of boys [] that [] stood about twenty feet
from the younger group. Shortly after that, we were instructed
to walk to camp B2D (which was a men’s camp). In B2D, Willy
Brachmann arranged for me to be placed in a barrack which
was a clinic occupied by several Polish physicians — two of them
being dentists. (The other boys were put into what was called the
“punishment barrack” controlled by a very strict and brutal Kapo
whose name was Bednarek.) In the clinic, | was under the care of
the two dentists and | was much safer there than | would have
been in the punishment barrack. | stayed there till the evacuation
of Auschwitz, the second week of January 1945.” Most of the
remaining prisoners in the Family Camp, including Griinwald's
brother and mother, were murdered in the gas chamber in the
following days.

In fall 1944, Brachmann was sent to
Gleiwitz satellite camp, and from there
to GroB-Rosen. When he was sent on
a death march to Bergen-Belsen, he
escaped and returned to his home 7 A ]
city of Hamburg, where he was liberated by the Br|t|sh Army.
Weeks later, when the 19-year old Kurt Cierer (later Yaakov
Tsur) found himself in Hamburg, a fellow survivor told him to
look for Brachmann. Cierer called up his old kapo , who offered
him shelter for a few weeks. “All he could offer me was tea
with articificial sweetener,” Yaakov recalled with a chuckle fifty
years later.

Willy and Luise remarried. Soon, he ended up in prison again,
for theft; his remark about previous convictions said simply
“Auschwitz.” Later, he worked again as painter, and when
his health started failing, following a heart attack, he applied,
without success, for reparations as a victim of the Nazi regime.
However, German Wiedergutmachung was reserved only for
people who were persecuted for racial, religious, or political
reasons. Brachmann testified at the Auschwitz trial in Frankfurt/
Main against his former tormentors. His daughter emigrated to
Australia, where all his three grandchildren live today. Brachmann
died in 1982 and is buried in the Ojendorf cemetery.

When we write history of the Holocaust, far too often we forget
the little people like Brachmann, who became criminals out of
poverty. They were deported, without any legal recourse, to
concentration camps. After the war, with broken health, they
had no access to reparations. Unlike many other “habitual
criminals”, pushed by the perpetrators, Brachmann did not lose
his humanity and helped wherever he could. This is why we
should recognize his valor. Together with Frank Grinwald and a
colleague from Yad Vashem, | am working on having Brachmann
recognized as Righteous among the Nations.

If you remember Brachmann and could contribute with
recollections about him in the Family Camp, please let me know.
Dr Anna Hajkova

anna.hajkova@warwick.ac.uk
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The task of commemorating the
Holocaust is now passing from the
first to the following generations.
We are charged with continuing to
bear the torch of memory.

We invite you to join the association
and to realize the vision of the
founders.

Membership Dues for 2019: 70% single, 100$ couples

Membership dues and donations may be remitted:

* By personal check made out to “Beit Theresienstadt”, by credit card and Paypal Bank

* By transfer to the account of the association: Bank Leumi 10, Hadera branch 953, Acount
no. 74803/11

IBAN: IL65 0109 5300 0000 7480 311

SWIFT: LUMIILITXXX

* Our members in the USA may use the P.E.F. that transfer money to Beit Theresienstadt without
commission - such donations are tax-free. Send your check made out to P.E.F. with explicit
order to transfer the money to Beit Theresienstadt - its number at the P.E.F. is 2210.

P.E.F. Israel Endowment Fund, Inc

630 Third Avenue Suite 1501

New York, NY 10017
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